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This article deals with various ways for the Kentucky Department of Education to review its financial allocations to all school districts in Kentucky.  Approaches are discussed that provide a variety of ways to allocate money to assure adequacy among all school districts in the state. As most of us know, it is nearly impossible to come up with a formula or approach that is adequate for all districts. It is so hard to come up with just one formula state- wide because of the severe diversity across our state and geographical regions.  


I feel that our state’s financial system is adequate. I know that many districts in the state feel that the money goes to unnecessary areas of education, but for the most part we are fairly adequate.  Some districts receive more financial aid than others depending on several factors, such as size of the district, the attendance in that particular district, and proficiency levels. 


I also think that the quality of the teachers and staff play a role in the success of a school and that money alone can not produce a proficient school. For example, the Professional Consensus and Cost Effective Approach basically state that observation teams need to go to successful schools and determine exactly what strategies and resources are being used to make them successful. I believe that the exact same strategies and resources can be implemented in other schools across the state and have completely different results than the successful school observed.  Maybe the strategies used in that school are rural or city specific, gender biased, socioeconomic biased, maybe better teachers, maybe better students, maybe higher employment rates that go hand and hand with more parental involvement in their child’s education, all of these factors come into play with success and finance. 


The approaches mentioned in the article are placing to much emphasis on the dollar value of education, I feel to make everything politically correct and give exact amounts of money to each school district so the other districts won’t complain over who got what financially.  It is impossible to make an entire states financial distribution equitable or adequate. There are too many factors that influence the proficiency of a school. There comes a time and day when the student must be held liable for their own performance and not the performance of the staff or the state. Yes, money can be distributed as evenly as possible, but being rich doesn’t necessarily make you smart.

The state does need to take time and spend some money in order to make certain that all districts in the state are equitable and adequate. It is essential that the money be distributed as evenly as possible as to assure balance from one district to another. I feel that a team from each region of the state need to get together and see if the money in each of their districts is as adequate as possible.  I think that they can analyze data that they research and compare this data to the state funding policy and see how bad or good the state is, in its distribution of money. If I had to pick one of the approaches it would be the state-of-the-art-approach. I feel it is more equitable and adequate of the approaches discussed, but I also think that our class could meet together and come up with an approach that is as good as any. Common people who are in the trench everyday at various levels in these districts can solve our finance problem to the best extent possible, assuming we have a financial problem, of course.
